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Background and Objectives: The use of fossil fuels and land use change
has caused a catastrophic increase in carbon in the atmosphere, which has
led to a decrease in soil quality, global warming, and climate change. The
deficiency of organic matter, salinity and alkalinity of the soil are three
important limitations of the soils of winter rangelands in Iran. Biochar is a
carbon-rich material that is produced during the pyrolysis process from raw
materials containing carbon at high temperature and under almost oxygen-
free conditions. It is used to improve soil quality, carbon sequestration and
remove pollutants from the environment. Biochar can be engineered/
designed for specific applications or to achieve specific results. Increasing
the percentage of stable carbon and improving the physico-chemical
properties of engineered biochars can play an important role in carbon
sequestration and improving the properties of winter rangelands soils.

Materials and Methods: After washing and drying, the cotton stalk was
cut into pieces of less than 2 cm. Then it was immersed for 4 hours in a
solution with a concentration of 20% metal salts of calcium chloride,
magnesium chloride and iron chloride, and dried again. Then, in the
electric furnace, at various temperatures of 300, 400, 500, 600 and 700
degrees centigrade, within two hours, 20 biochars (control and engineered)
were produced from treated cotton stalks with different metal salts and
untreated cotton stalks. Finally, properties of produced biochars including
yield percent, organic carbon percentage, stable carbon percentage, acidity
and salinity were measured. Statistical analysis was performed in SPSS;4
software using one-way analysis of variance and Tukey's test.

Results: The yield of produced biochars (control and engineered)
significantly decreased with increasing temperature, so that the highest
percentage of their yield was observed at pyrolysis temperatures of 300 °C.
The highest percentage of yield (50.20%) was obtained in biochar
treated with iron chloride produced at 300 °C. The highest organic carbon
(50.97%) and stable carbon (99.57%) were obtained in control biochar
produced at 500 °C and biochar treated with iron chloride produced at
700 °C, respectively. The highest increase in the ratio of the weight of
stable carbon to the weight of the feed stock was observed in biochar
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treated with iron chloride produced at 300 °C. The lowest and highest
electrical conductivity (1.1 and 7.43 dSm) were obtained in control biochar
produced at 300 °C and calcium chloride treated biochar produced at
700 °C. The highest and lowest acidity (9.83 and 5.60) were observed
in control biochar produced at 700 °C and iron chloride treated biochar
produced at 300 °C.

Conclusion: Considering the limitations in the soil of Iran's winter
rangelands and the characteristics of control and engineered biochars along
with the energy required for their production, Biochar produced from
cotton stalks treated with iron chloride salt at 300°C has the highest
performance and high stable carbon, the lowest acidity and acceptable
electrical conductivity, therefore, it is recommended to use in carbon
sequestration and plantation projects in winter rangelands of Iran.
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Table 1. Feed stock (Cotton stalk)properties.
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Table 2. Some characteristic of control and engineered biochars at different temperatures.

;i\ e Ml S O3 e RS e T s Ao 30l osle -
Elecxtjr‘idcal Acidity Afbl oo 035 b e Biochar s Slos S Temperature
conductivity (pH) Biochar stable carbon Stable Ca?[)%i"&) Yield (%) Additive (°C)
(ds/m) ratio to feed stock (%)  carbon (%)
1.10° 8.57%f 36.07%* 77.50° 46.53% 46.40™ Control
6.37%" 8.60°%" 32.77° 79.20° 41.37" 49.07° Cacl,
4.20% 8.97 35.60%® 77.47° 46% 46.93" Mgcl, 300
3.33% 5.60° 44.17° 91.40™ 48371 50.20° Fecls
1.73¢ 9.10° 46.73° 91.97° 50.80° 42.17"™ Control
7.10M™ 8.10° 38.13 93.10" 40.97™ 41.209 Cacl, 400
470° 9.20° 44.50° 90.70° 49.03% 38,530 Mgcl,
3 6.80° 46.10° 95 48,531 42.67™ Fecls
1.70° 9.27% 46.87° 920 50.97¢ 30.50™ Control
6.03™ 8.43¢%f 35.30% 95.80%f 36.87° 34.17%% Cacl, 500
4.30% 8.73 44.60° 97.27 45.90% 29.10® Mgcl,
3.37% 6.67%° 47.03° 99.07' 47.50°% 38,130 Fecls
1.83® 9.17 46.50° 97.17 47.83%1 29.60® Control
6.930 8.4 35.73% 98.60° 36.27° 37.67°" Cacl, 500
5¢ 9.57¢ 46.83° 98.97' 47.30°% 32.70™ Mgcl,
457° 6.90%° 46.27° 99.30' 46.60% 37.23%0 Fecls
2.80” 9.83 47.37° 98.30° 48.20°% 25.50° Control
7.43" 9t 37.50° 99.30" 37.70® 36.50%0 Cacl, 200
5.03° 9.50° 44.47° 99.37' 44,777 33.07"% Mgl
4.47° 7.17% 45.10° 99.57' 45.30% 36.93%0 Fecls
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Figure 1. Effect of temperature changes on Yield of control and engineered biochars.
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Figure 2. Effect of temperature changes on OC (%) of control and engineered biochars.
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Figure 3. Effect of temperature changes on Stable carbon (%) of control and engineered biochars.
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Figure 4. Effect of temperature changes on Stable carbon to Feed stock ratio of control and engineered biochars.
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Figure 5. Effect of temperature changes on pH of control and engineered biochars.
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Figure 6. Effect of temperature changes on EC of control and engineered biochars.
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